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anxious to be freed from his extremely unpleasant
sinecure. Pitt and his two brothers-in-law, Temple and
Grenville, were most obnoxious colleagues, overbear-
ing, unreasonable, insolent. The King was querulous
and unfriendly, continually asking him to exercise an
authority which he did not possess, to do things beyond
his capacity, to see people whom he disliked, and to
stop projects which he was impotent to control, He
felt, in short, all the disadvantages of the possession of
prominence and responsibility without knowledge or
power. Further, he was helpless in Parliament. The
great Whig machine was working sub terraneous! y
against him; in the Lords, Newcastle and a solid
phalanx of other du&s were steadily hostile; in the
Commons, not all the eloquence of Pitt could make
headway against the malignant antagonism of the venal
majority led by the corrupt and implacable Henry Fox,
Hence, early in 1757, Devonshire informed the King
that he should hold him to his engagement, and he
advised him that it would be necessary to make some
arrangement by which the monarch, the machine, and
the minister, could be made to work in co-ordination
and harmony. The problem of adjustment was one of
extraordinary difficulty. After nearly three months of
kaleidoscopic negotiations, however, George, New-
castle, and Pitt formed a triple alliance, and Devon-
shire, with a sigh of relief, accepted the placid office of
Lord Chamberlain, and retired from the hurly-burly of
active politics. He never returned, and he aied seven
years later at the early age of forty-four,

Etevoashirc was nominal prime minister for less than
eight months (November, 1756-June, 1757), but during
that short period events moved with dramatic rapidity.
In Europe the Seven Years' War raged with unprece-
dented fury, Frederick of Prussia fighting for very
existence against the encircling hosts of Russians,
Austrians, Saxons, and French. On the high seas, 10
India, and amid the American valleys, French aBd
British strove for master?. William Pitt with dear